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1.        Reason for the Report

1.1 To seek approval to install two new items of accessible play equipment at 
Manor Park Play Area, to address a gap in provision identified through local 
consultation. 

2. Recommendation

2.1 That approval is given for the installation of two accessible items of play 
equipment at Manor Park Play Area.

2.2 a) to seek approval to allocate £13,000 in the Capital Programme for the 
installation of accessible play equipment items at Manor Park Play Area.  This 
is to be funded from an application to the Awards 4 All Lottery Fund for 
£10,000 if successful and £3,000 from the Council’s Capital Programme for 
Play Facilities.

b) Should the Awards 4 All application be unsuccessful then approval is 
sought, in advance, to fund the full £13,000 costs via the Council’s Capital 
Programme for Play Facilities, in its February 2019 iteration.

TITLE: Manor Park Accessible Play Project 

PORTFOLIO: Councillor Emily Thrane – Executive 
Councillor for Finance and Operational 
Services

OFFICER: Sally Curley – Project Officer

WARDS: Old Glossop Ward



3. Executive Summary

3.1 Manor Park is Glossop's destination site and attracts visitors across the High 
Peak area as well neighbouring Tameside, due to its beautiful setting, 
excellent facilities and varied local events. It is very popular and used all year 
round and is intrinsic to the strong, diverse, and growing local community

3.2 The Friends of Manor Park are very active group, and have been consulting 
with park users over the last 12 months, regarding the suitability of provision of 
facilities in the park.  Through this consultation, the group were approached 
directly by some local families whose children have disabilities and who feel 
that the park is extremely important to their child’s development. Their concern 
is that their children are excluded from the play experience.

3.3 After raising these concerns with the council, further discussions with the 
Friends group and the families took place around the existing play area and 
different types of equipment available and which would be most suitable and 
appropriate.

3.4 The aim of this project is therefore to create a new free ‘active space’ with an 
enhanced play area, and linking space for outdoor fitness opportunities, which 
allows participation together by families of all ages.

3.5  It was agreed that two specific items would be appropriate and fit well into the 
existing place, and these would be an accessible flush roundabout and a set 
of high backed mirage swings seats; similar to those installed at Pavilion 
Gardens in Buxton in 2016

3.6 It was also agreed that due to limited existing resources, an external funding 
application would be submitted by the Council as the lead applicant, with the 
support of the Friends Group. An Awards 4 All Lottery Fund grant application 
was submitted at the beginning of November for £10,000 (maximum grant). 
The costs already obtained for this project are approximately £13,000 which 
means there would be a shortfall of £3,000.

3.7 This report seeks approval for the Council to fund the project shortfall from its 
Capital Programme, to be included in February 2019, if the external grant 
application is successful, and in its entirety if the application is unsuccessful.

3.8 The turnaround for assessment of applications by Awards 4 All is usually 10 
weeks, so the outcome will not be known until mid/end January 2019. If 
approval is given for this report, then a procurement exercise to appoint a 
supplier can be undertaken whilst the application is under assessment by 
Awards 4 All.

3.9 This will allow for the project to be delivered depending on either funding 
outcome, in early spring 2019.



4. How this report links to Corporate Priorities 

4.1 Delivering open space improvement projects will contribute towards helping to 
create a safer and healthier environment for our residents to live and work.  It 
will enable the development of a positive relationship with communities who 
will be engaged and involved throughout the project process, and will quite 
clearly see the benefits within their local community. This particular project at 
Manor Park will provide free accessible play items in a very popular and 
important park which such facilities are currently limited.

4.2 The project will also contribute to the effective use of financial and other 
resources to ensure value for money.  If successful, the Awards for All grant 
funding allow £10,000 worth of investment from external sources into council 
assets.  The project will be competitively procured through an equitable tender 
process, ensuring that the council is demonstrating value for money. Through 
working with the Friends of Manor Park who have consulted widely, we have 
identified and responded to actions raised with regard to this play facility.     

4.3 This also contributes to protecting and improving the environment through the 
provision of quality parks and open spaces and clean streets, as this project 
will undoubtedly increase and enhance the quality of play provision for the 
benefit of the community living in Fairfield.

5. Options and Analysis

5.1 To approve the recommendation – This will allow the installation of two 
accessible play items, improving the quality, accessibility and play value of this 
important play facility in this key open space. 

5.2 To not approve the recommendation – This would prevent children with 
physical disabilities having access to play equipment which can be used 
specifically by them, as well as other children.  This has been identified as a 
gap in provision at Manor Park.

6. Implications

6.1 Community Safety - (Crime and Disorder Act 1998)

Improvements to the play facilities and provisional of specific 
accessible equipment will increase the quality and use of this 
important play area and park facility in Glossop, thus helping to 
create safe environments. The project will continue to provide 
opportunities for the community to be involved in the decision 
making process, including the Friends of Manor Park, who have 
consulted widely with the local community.  

6.2 Workforce

Project Officers will lead on delivering the improvement project, 



and this will be in partnership with the Friends of Manor Park.  As 
this is an important play area in Glossop, it will continue to be 
managed and maintained by Operational Services, supplemented 
by external contractors as required. The Friends of Manor Park 
have committed to assisting in the maintenance of the site where 
possible as well as promoting its positive use throughout the 
community.

6.3 Equality and Diversity/Equality Impact Assessment

This project focusses on the installation of items of play equipment 
which specifically provide access for children with disabilities.  This 
has been identified as a need by the local community who raised 
concerns that this type of equipment is missing from such an 
important and well used play space.  The equipment can be used 
by children with disabilities as well as those without, so will be fully 
inclusive. 

6.4 Financial Considerations

Costs for this project are expected to be £13,000. An external 
funding application has been submitted to Awards 4 All to the 
maximum value of £10,000. This report is seeking approval for the 
council to fund the £3000 shortfall from its capital programme, if the 
external funding bid is successful and for the whole amount if the 
external application is unsuccessful.

6.5 Legal

If the external funding application is successful, the Council will be 
legally accountable for the delivery of the project and to spend the 
funding in accordance with the grant conditions. Funding 
agreements will need to be established between the council and 
the Lottery.

6.6 Sustainability

The proposed improvements will enhance the facilities available for 
play and active recreation within the local community of Glossop. 
As the community are already engaged with this project, and will 
continue to be so, work around usage of the facility once the 
equipment is installed, will be sustained by the community. New 
equipment will be durable and robust and will be designed for 
minimal maintenance, thus reducing the ongoing maintenance 
costs.

6.7 Internal and External Consultation

Extensive consultation has been conducted with the local 
community already with the help of the Friends of Manor Park.    
The Operational Team, who maintain the site are aware of the 



project and will be consulted in terms of detailed layout and 
maintenance issues.  

6.8 Risk Assessment

The Council has a responsibility to ensure that facilities try and 
meet the current and future needs of local communities.  This need 
has been identified, but the cost for these improvements cannot be 
met from existing revenue budgets, and it is therefore 
acknowledged that the use of external grant funding for this 
purpose should be explored and secured where possible. There is 
a risk that the external grant application may not be successful, 
and is why a recommendation of this report is that the council finds 
the funds fro it’s capital programme in that eventuality.

7. Background and Detail

7.1 Manor Park is Glossop's destination site and attracts visitors across the High 
Peak area as well neighbouring Tameside, due to its beautiful setting, 
excellent facilities and varied local events. It is very popular and used all year 
round and is intrinsic to the strong, diverse, and growing local community.

7.2 The Friends of Manor Park are a very active community group (13 years) who 
look to represent the needs of the community in terms of what this extremely 
important greenspace provides.  The group regularly speak with park users at 
their events to find out the needs and aspirations for the park and try and bring 
people together to deliver improvements in the park. 

7.3 The Friends group have been consulting with park users over the last 12 
months, regarding the suitability of provision of facilities in the park.  Through 
this consultation, the group were approached directly by some local families 
whose children have disabilities and who feel that the park is extremely 
important to their child’s development. Their concern is that their children are 
excluded from the play experience. The park itself is well provided to serve 
wheelchair users due to its ample disabled parking and many accessible 
paths, as well as the provision of a disabled toilet.

7.4 After raising these concerns with the council, further discussions with the 
Friends group and the families took place around the existing play area and 
different types of equipment available and which would be most suitable and 
appropriate. It was clear that although certain existing items in the play area 
could be classed as ‘accessible’ they did not provide a fully integrated play 
experience for children with physical disabilities, as highlighted by the families, 
and so was excluding these children.   

7.5 It is important that any new items are fully integrated into the existing play 
space in the park to ensure inclusive play for all, and that the equipment can 
be used by all children.  It was therefore agreed that two specific items would 
be appropriate and fit well into the existing place, and would be an accessible 



flush roundabout and a set of high backed mirage swings seats; similar to 
those installed at Pavilion Gardens in Buxton in 2016.

7.6 It was also agreed that due to limited existing council resources, an external 
funding application would be submitted by the council as the lead applicant, 
with the support of the Friends Group, and an Awards 4 All Lottery Fund grant 
application was submitted at the beginning of November for £10,000 
(maximum grant). 

7.7 The costs already obtained for this project are approximately £13,000 which 
means there is a shortfall of £3,000. This report seeks approval for the council 
to fund the project shortfall from its capital programme if the external grant 
application is successful, and in its entirety if the application is unsuccessful.

7.8 The turnaround for assessment of applications by Awards 4 All is usually 10 
weeks, so the outcome will not be known until mid/end January 2019. If 
approval is given for this report, then a procurement exercise to appoint a 
supplier can be undertaken whilst the application is under assessment by 
Awards 4 All.  

7.9 This will allow for the project to be delivered depending on either funding 
outcome, in early spring 2019.

Keith Parker

Head of Operational Services
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